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INTRODUCTIONPRIVATE 

Today's recreation is viewed as an integral part of our lives.  The society in which we live has developed technologically to the point where long working hours and vigorous physical labor have become the exception rather than the rule for most people.  As a result, there is a need for various forms of indoor and outdoor activities to fill our increasingly longer leisure hours.

Outdoor recreation provides a necessary and satisfying change from the things we usually do and the places where we spend most of our time.  We all desire these non-routine experiences because they satisfy basic human needs that are as vital to our well‑ being as eating or sleeping.  We need the exhaustion of physical exercise, the company of other people, the regenerative effects of solitude, the change in our environment, and the opportunity for learning that outdoor recreation provides.  Most people find that the break from routine that recreation provides makes us better able to enjoy our jobs and other daily activities when we resume them.  In this context, a concept of quality environment with quality recreation opportunities for all citizens has consequently evolved. 

This concept will be meaningless, however, unless steps are taken to make a quality environment a reality.  Now is the time to plan for resource protection and to control land uses which may someday negate attempts to provide recreation.  Even though many years may be required to undertake all the recreation projects desirable for a community, it is not too early to lay the foundation for a continuing high level of environmental quality.  The city can take a long‑range view in which the matter of providing recreation progresses from opportunities for youngsters to participate in selected activities to opportunities for all citizens to  enjoy an  environment which  meets  their need  to  re‑create, not simply recreate.

Outdoor recreational programs must take into account the wide range of needs and wants that any group of individuals will have.  Recreation can take a multitude of forms, each of which has particular requirements in terms of the type of facility needed.  Our recreational needs include the entire spectrum of physical activity as well as activities which are not very active such as picnicking and sunbathing.

The first step in providing quality recreation opportunities is proper planning.  Numerous examples of inadequate planning or no planning illustrate this need.  When recreation areas and facilities are developed without regard for the needs of the people they are to serve, they are frequently misplaced or improperly designed.  Further, as a result of lack of maintenance and competent management, they are often abused.

Proper planning, therefore, must take into consideration a number of factors.  These include location of recreation areas, site planning for location and design of particular facilities and provision for recreation programs, financing, maintenance and management.

The City of Rice Lake, in order to be eligible for LAWCON funding, has undertaken the responsibility to develop and write an Outdoor Recreation Plan.  This plan will describe existing facilities presently utilized in the community and analyze future recreation needs and demands.  The goal of the community is to provide adequate recreation facilities for people of all ages to use and enjoy.  Recreational facility needs must be diverse in order to satisfy the variety of tastes that the citizens of Rice Lake are known to have.  This 2005 updated outdoor recreation plan should continue to guide the recreation programs for the City of Rice Lake.  While this plan can guide the recreation programs of the city and assume its eligibility to participate in the Land and Water Conservation Program, the City itself must take action to implement the plan.

The following material will discuss goals and objectives, define certain types of recreation areas, inventory current community supplies of recreation areas and facilities, suggest standards for evaluating their size and subsequent ability to meet recreation needs, and offer an action program to the city designed  to eliminate present recreation land deficiencies and to improve existing areas.  The coverage and organization of this plan will, hopefully,  provide a clear framework from which the City of Rice Lake can make efforts to meet daily outdoor recreation requirements, protect resources and provide a more desirable community environment.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The function of any planning, whether in our personal lives or as a community, is to achieve goals and objectives.  Individuals or communities seldom act without implicit goals and objectives; yet plans and actions without goals can often be wasted.  Therefore, it is imperative that a community formulate goals (ends) which it hopes to attain.  The purpose of this section is to outline the goals and objectives of the community in the area of outdoor recreation.

Goals may be defined as general statements of desirable ends while objectives are measurable statements of desirable ends. Objectives are usually specific, but at all times they are in harmony with stated goals.  As community desires and needs change, so also must goals and objectives.  Goals and objectives should be continuously refined.

The following goals and objectives represent the ends which a community may adopt to provide a sound basis for future outdoor recreation planning decisions.

GOAL: 

Provide quality park facilities and a variety of recreational opportunities and experiences to meet the needs of the community's residents.

OBJECTIVES:
     1.
To provide active and passive recreational opportunities to meet the needs of community residents of all age groups.

     2.
To obtain, when opportunities are feasible, sites for open space, playgrounds, parks, etc.

     3.
To establish priorities for needed outdoor recreation facilities based on general standards, existing recreational land distribution and existing and/or future deficiencies.

     4.
To provide opportunities for rural residents to enjoy the community's parks and recreation areas.

     5.
To preserve and protect land uses adjacent to existing community parks and playgrounds.

     6.
To coordinate the community's recreation program with the programs of other levels of government and with private enterprise to ensure maximum public benefit.

     7.
To provide access and adequate parking for streams, lakes and public recreation areas.

     8.
To protect scenic values by controlling billboards, signs, junkyards and other unsightly land uses and practices.

     9.
To provide for the recreation needs of the physically and mentally disadvantaged in the community.

    10.
To provide for the periodic review and updating of the city outdoor recreation plan so that it will reflect the changing needs of the community's residents.

    11.
Provide for annual planning, programming and maintenance of park and recreation facilities throughout the community with funding from the Capital Improvements Program (CIP).

    12.
Areas of the city which are presently lacking adequate park area should be considered first when new additions to the city's park system are proposed (see End Notes).1
13. The City of Rice Lake adopted a document entitled “Comprehensive Plan: 2003-2028 in September, 2003.  The comprehensive plan fulfilled the requirements of Wisconsin Statute 66.1001.  The plan itself contains nine important elements, of which, parks and recreation planning needs are addressed in the one known as “The Utilities and Community Facilities Elements”.  Within this particular section are mentioned the inventory of current parks and recreational facilities, a discussion of needs and a specific goal and policies for parks and recreation development in future years.

DEFINITIONS
In contrast to county, state and federal agencies, which have quite varied and extensive recreation and resource protection responsibilities, city governments are most often concerned with meeting local, daily recreation needs.  These local community needs can best be met by providing a variety of parks which serve all age groups of the resident population.  The following selected definitions of types of parks are those considered most appropriate for the City of Rice Lake.

Neighborhood Park
A neighborhood park provides open space for passive recreation for all ages within a neighborhood, particularly for the elderly and parents with young children.  An ideal neighborhood site is scenic or wooded and located a maximum of one‑quarter mile, which is normal walking distance, from primary users.  Suggested minimum size for this type of park is one acre.  Site development should include sidewalk, benches, landscaping and a designated tot lot with sandboxes and play devices for preschoolers.

Neighborhood Playground
Neighborhood playground areas may be provided in conjunction with a public school and mostly serves the recreation needs of the students attending the school and children of all ages that live in the same vicinity as the school.  Its size is dependent on the types of activities it supports and facilities it provides.  Playground apparatus, ball fields, basketball courts and open play fields are common in their areas.  The service area for the neighborhood playground is highly variable but it usually has a radius of one‑half mile.

Community Park
This type of park usually serves several neighborhoods and is under municipal administration.  Although size is not always a sound criterion for classifying parks, it is generally recognized that community parks are more spacious than neighborhood parks or playgrounds.  In addition to the kinds of facilities provided at neighborhood parks, these parks may provide swimming pools, picnic areas, more elaborate play fields, shelter and toilet buildings and tennis courts.  Community parks serve people of all ages and have an effective service area radius of one to two miles.

City‑Wide Park
A city‑wide park may serve some or all types of community's recreation needs.  It can provide a wide range of activities for all age groups or it can be very specific (i.e., a zoo).  In addition to some of the facilities provided by other types of parks, city‑wide parks may contain areas for nature study, hiking and riding trails, marinas, boat launching, pond fishing, spectator sports and numerous other activities.  However, in many small Wisconsin communities, a city‑wide park is sometimes designated as such not because of its size and/or variety of recreation facilities, but because it is the only park of consequence available to the community.

Specialized Recreation Area
Golf courses, historic sites, conservancy areas and floodplains are examples of specialized recreation and open spaces.  Most of these have limited active recreation value, are not developed as multi‑purpose recreation areas or are not always available for use by the public.2  Although such areas are not considered in current recreation acreage totals computed for Rice Lake, it must be recognized that specialized areas are an important adjunct to a community and its parks and open space program.

Although other types of parks can be found in some of Wisconsin's cities and villages, the ones defined here are sufficient to analyze recreation areas in Rice Lake.  Comparisons of park definitions, areas and services should not be made among the state's municipalities.  Each community is unique on its size and distribution of population; therefore, the classifications applied in a given community result from a planner's judgment of how that community's parks function in meeting local and non‑ resident recreation needs.  For example, a given park might fall in any one of the five categories above, depending upon the community in which it is located, its particular location in that community and the presence or absence of other recreation areas and their size, location and types of facilities.

RECREATION INVENTORY (SUPPLY)
The first step in developing a recreation planning program involved the inventory of the community's existing facilities.  This inventory includes an estimate of the acreage of all park areas as well as an analysis of the condition of each facility.  The location of each park is indicated on the map at the beginning of this document.

CITY PARK FACILITIES
 1.  Holsum‑Riverside Park                         4.0 Acres   


This park forms a corridor along the Red Cedar River.  The corridor begins at the Main Street Bridge and continues south to the Red Cedar footbridge.  Passive activities include bank fishing, duck feeding and a limited number of picnicking facilities.  Near this park facility are minnow wharves that are located on the northern bank of the Red Cedar River, abutting said river south of the City's impound lot, and east of the City's footbridge.

 2.  Municipal Skating Rink                        .5 Acre

This site is located in the heart of downtown Rice Lake.  The circular rink is lighted, with a warming house and restroom facilities are available.  

 3.  Fred Tate Memorial Park                      3.5 Acres

Tate Park serves Rice Lake as a city‑wide facility.  The area is relatively flat, and is intensely utilized for recreational purposes.  Facilities include two lighted fast pitch softball diamonds, a multi‑purpose building near the center of the property that contains a concession stand, restrooms, press box and storage area. A picnic shelter is also located between both fields. A smaller press box/storage building serves the west field. An outdoor basketball court is situated just east of the paved parking lot.  A swing set and swinging gate are located in the grass area between diamonds.  Each ball diamond is equipped with electric scoreboards and public address systems, and the west field has an intercom to the main press box.  Expansion of this facility beyond its present dimensions is restricted by adjacent development. 

 4.  Hiawatha Park                                 15.0 Acres

Hiawatha Park is located in the far northeastern corner of the city.  The park is located on a point of land between Rice Lake and the Red Cedar River.  The site is surrounded by residential land use activities.  There is only a small water access area along the Red Cedar River. The park is heavily wooded with a series of foot paths.

 5.  City Park                                     2.0 Acres

City Park is utilized as a city‑wide park for picnicking.  Natural features include a rolling topography with access to Rice Lake and adjacent park land.  The wooded area is  directly accessible to neighboring residential areas and to lake related activity.  Park facilities include 45 picnic tables(two ADA compliant), a shelter and restroom building with a small storage area, water and playground equipment.  A boat landing dock also serves this park facility.  Playground equipment includes a medium sized playground unit, swings and spring animals.  Specialized recreation facilities include two re‑surfaced and lighted tennis courts which are partially fenced.  A Veteran’s War Memorial, Civil War monument and fountain are located on the  site.  Another added park fixture is an architecturally designed band shell, with storage, for activities such as "Music in the  Park" and concerts.

6.  Lakefront

                    3.0 Acres


Consists of a group of lake related parks located along ½ mile of lake frontage between Lakeshore Drive and the lake.  A paved boat launch is located on the south end of the lakefront corridor at the end of Messenger Street.  The Messenger Street right-of-way can accommodate approximately four (4) vehicle-trailer units.  There are five boat docks that can be used for fishing and docking boats.

7.  Narrows Park                                  4.0 Acres

This park is located where County Road "C" crosses Rice  Lake.  Natural features include a rolling wooded topography and lake frontage on the lake.  Primary use is for group and family picnics and for bank fishing. 45 picnic tables(two ADA compliant), park benches and several grills are distributed throughout the  park.  There is also a large picnic shelter, ADA compliant restrooms, playground equipment, water maintenance building and storage shed. A boat dock is also available for park goers.

 8.  Earl Clanton Memorial Park                                  16.0 Acres

Clanton Park is located adjacent to the Rice Lake Hockey Arena on the north end of the City.  Facilities at this park include two (2) lighted slow pitch softball diamonds, a flag/touch football field, playground area, and a service building.  Each softball diamond as well as the football field is equipped with electric scoreboards and a  public  address system.  The service building contains a concession stand, handicapped accessible restrooms, press box,  storage room, and a small, sheltered picnic area. Also located upon the premises is a skateboard facility that has one large half-pipe, mini skate ramps and necessary accessories to be used by the community's youth.  This park is also home to a pair of osprey since 1997.

 9.  FFA Park                                      1.0 Acre

This park site is located near Hammond Avenue at Lakeshore Drive and borders Rice Lake.  The natural features of the area are primarily wooded and wetlands.  The area is presently  undeveloped with some limited trails constructed by the  Future Farmers of America.

 10. Knapp‑Stout Park                              2.0 Acres

Knapp-Stout Park is used by the community in three ways.  First, on one side of the Barron County Dam is housed a sheltered antique steam engine display and sign identifying its importance to the community.  This area also features picnic tables, a circular gazebo, and an ADA compliant restroom facility (shared with municipal skating rink). Secondly, on the other side of the dam is the farmer's market area for the independent selling of farm produce. The other use is the railroad bridge that crosses the dam that fisherman utilize for the sport of fishing during the spring-summer-fall times of the year. 

 11. Richter Park                                  .25 Acre

This park is located in the northern part of the city and  serves the area as a neighborhood park.  Facilities located on the site include a swingset, cement picnic tables and a unique ice cream cone slide. This small, wooded lot is limited to its present use by size and neighboring residential structures.

 12. Indian Mounds Park                            1.5 Acres

Indian Mounds Park and the adjacent lakefront corridor are located between Lakeshore Drive and the lake from Bundy Street to Lakeview Medical Center.  The actual park is owned by the City, and a portion of the greenway corridor is owned by the medical center.  Natural features include extensive lake frontage and approximately 12 sets of Indian Mounds with a historical marker and text.  The primary nature of the park is passive, with picnicking representing the major use. Recreation facilities include a unique pipestone shelter, restrooms, 13 picnic tables, two grills, playground equipment, a bench swing and a boat dock.  Parking is limited to the street.  The remainder of the corridor north of Indian Mounds Park is primarily a parkway with a small boat landing area.  

13. Florence Shudlick Park                         3.75 Acres

This park is located in the southwestern part of the city  and serves neighborhoods and senior citizens at Riverside  Arms.  The natural features of the park include slightly  rolling terrain which was landscaped and shoreline frontage with rip‑rapped bank along the Red Cedar River.  Neighboring residential property and storage yards for pulp on the other side of the river limit potential expansion.    Facilities include eight picnic tables, two grills and playground  equipment, as well as a restroom building, shelter, horseshoe pits, off‑street parking, two swing benches and blacktop  walkways.

14.  Roux Park                                       7.5 Acres

The park is located in a residential area in the western end of the City on Marshall Street. Facilities include a little league ball field, a basketball court, volleyball court, off‑street parking, shelter, restrooms, grills, and playground equipment.

15.  Scharbillig‑Jones Memorial Woods                6.25 Acres

The property for this park was donated to the City by Anna E. Jones in 1989.  The park will be maintained as a "natural state" type, with only nature trails and a picnic table or two placed within it.  Mrs. Jones, in her agreement to donate this property to the City, requested the "natural state" status for this park.

16.  Scout's Island (or Aquafest Island) and Knight’s Island                 .5 Acre

These are two small islands in Rice Lake, maintained by the City, are each equipped with a picnic table and small shelter area.

17.  Kiwanis Park                                    .5 Acre

This passive oriented park is located along the lakeshore  near Lakeview Medical Center in the northern part of the  community.  The facility has a picnic table, a grill, and numerous shade trees.

18.  Veteran's Memorial Park                         2.5 Acres


This park has the following essential amenities: handicapped accessible toilet and storage building, shelter building, picnic shelter, concrete walkway areas, blacktop parking area with appropriate concrete parking stall, bumper stops, outdoor grills with concrete base, security lights, eight picnic tables (2 ADA handicapped accessible) 110 ft. handicap fishing pier, two boat docks and a boat landing ramp. This particular park is designed to serve various waterway functions in relationship to Rice Lake (the lake itself).

19.  Cedar Side Walking Trail

1.5 Acres


The first section of the trail, 1.25 miles from Coleman Street on the north to County 
Highway“O” on the south, is part of a projected 3.6 mile trail to facilitate bicycle and 
pedestrian transport between neighborhoods and the City’s commercial centers, post-
secondary education centers, and recreational areas.

20.  Moon Lake Park
 

73.0 Acres

The former site of the Rice Lake Municipal Airport is located on the south east side of the city.  This facility has ten soccer fields, a 1.5 mile hiking trail, which starts at the park main entrance and winds through the park along the lake and back.  A small bathroom facility (ADA compliant) at the south end of the park and a larger storage/bathroom facility scheduled to be completed in 2005 that is ADA compliant with concession and storage areas.  Another building serves as a meeting and coaching classrooms.  This park is also used by the model airplane club.

SCHOOL FACILITIES
 1.  Pug Lund Athletic Field                       5.0 Acres

The high school maintains recreational facilities for school use which are made available to the general public  through an agreement between the city and school district.  The area serves as a city‑wide recreational area, with a high degree of developed recreational facilities and specialized fields.  The facilities include four lighted tennis courts which are partially fenced, two unlighted courts, one lighted baseball field,  two softball diamonds, a football field, practice football field, a track and field area, and a full service concession stand building with handicap accessible restrooms.

 2.  UWBC Athletic Field                            7.5 Acres

These facilities, available to college and technical school students as well as the general public, include four tennis courts, an exercise trail, a soccer field, two softball fields, an adult baseball diamond and two little league baseball fields.  The college facility also boosts a picnic area that has horseshoe pits, picnic tables and grills.  This picnic area is available for public use.  Portable lavatories are provided during the summer months.  The UWBC Athletic Field is bordered by the Barron County Park.

 3.  Franklin Elementary School                               .5 Acre

This school provides a neighborhood playground for nearby  residents to use.  The playground is well‑equipped with playground apparatus, a small ball field and a basketball court.

4.  Jefferson Elementary School                              .5 Acre


This school provides a small playground which is accessible to the immediate neighborhood.  It includes a well‑equipped play area and a basketball area on an asphalt surface.

 5.  Barron County Special Education Center        .1 Acre

This school facility site has recreation equipment that is made available to handicapped individuals within the  community.  Recreation equipment that is accessible for the handicapped include two swing sets, one sandbox, and timber structures.

 6.  Rice Lake Middle School and Hilltop Elementary School
2.0 Acres
 
This facility provides the community with a well‑equipped  children's play area, three unlighted and one lighted softball field, two full  basketball courts, and a lighted full--size football field.  The municipal swimming pool is adjacent to the property.

 7.  St. Joseph's Parochial School                  .5  Acre

The neighborhood playground is situated on an asphalt playing surface.  The site contains a playground apparatus(wood chip surface) and a basketball court.  There are no restrictions on public use of the facilities during the non‑school hours.

 8.  Lincoln Elementary School                                .5 Acre

A grass and asphalt playing surface supports a well‑equipped playground and a half basketball court.  This neighborhood playground is located across the street from St. Joseph's School.

9.  Tainter Elementary School

2.0 Acres

This facility has a playground area and a paved basketball court.  This facility is located to the west of Moon Lake Park.  There are no restrictions on public use of the facilities during the non-school hours.
PRIVATE/SPECIALIZED FACILITIES
 1.  National Guard Armory                        2.5 Acres

This park is owned by the National Guard and maintained by the City as a neighborhood playground.  The area is relatively flat and open, with little tree cover.   Facilities include a softball field, recreational hockey rink, and a children’s playground unit.

 2.  Wolfinger Bird Sanctuary                                6.0 Acres

This land, donated to the city, borders Rice Lake and a  convent on East Orchard Beach Lane. The natural features of the area are woodlands and wetlands, with Rice Lake frontage on two sides of the parcel.  Orchard Beach Lane provides access to this bird sanctuary.

 3.  Barron County Fairgrounds                     10.0 Acres

Rice Lake cooperates with the Barron County Agricultural  Society in utilizing the Fairground facilities for walking and biking recreation. Other facilities include a horse racing track, grandstand and toilet facilities.

PARK STANDARDS
One of the most accepted ways to measure the existing community park program is to determine the number of people it serves or has the capacity to serve.  This is accomplished by assigning an acreage requirement for each type of park for each 1,000 persons in a community.  For purposes of this study, the standard of 12 acres per thousand population   is  used  as  a  basis  for   evaluating   community serviceability.3   This acreage should be distributed  throughout the community so that residential areas, age groups and activity needs are served in the best possible manner.  Further, it is assumed that park distribution within the community is adequate.  If this is not the case, careful attention should be given to park location as a new parks program is developed.

Service capabilities of parks are best described in terms of their service areas.  For example, the service area radius for neighborhood parks and playgrounds previously described is one‑quarter mile and that of community parks is one‑half  mile.  Service area radii may determine the effectiveness of a park in meeting local recreation demands.  Manmade and natural obstacles may form physical barriers to recreation facilities within the community.  These obstacles diminish the service areas of neighborhood parks and, therefore, restrict their effectiveness in meeting local recreation demands.

In this plan, evaluations of needs (unsatisfied recreational demands) are based largely on the minimum acreage standard of 12 acres per thousand population and on the performance of its existing effective service areas in providing recreational opportunities.  However, standards are at best only guides to decision‑making and are not intended to structure an inflexible program.  Standards merely point to deficiencies and leave to reason and good judgment the job of developing specific recommendations to meet local needs.

The surplus or deficit of recreational acreage is at best a superficial evaluation and may not reflect actual community needs.  Acreage is not only or even best criterion for evaluating the effectiveness of a community's recreation program in meeting recreational needs.  Other significant criteria include distribution of parks in relation to population, type and extent of development and traffic safety.  Elaboration of these factors indicates that evaluation of needs should take into consideration:

 1.
The 12 acre per thousand population standard is a minimum  standard and, accordingly, can offer only minimum recreational opportunities.

 2.
A purely quantitative analysis does not consider the quality and extent of recreational facilities provided by each area inventoried.

 3.
There is no way that a park's service capability can be  measured in a quantitative analysis.  Park facility serviceability is of utmost importance to this plan and is the basis for a part of the community's future recreational land acquisition program.

 4.
Adequacy of site size to accommodate intended number of  users.

 5.
Adequacy of park program to serve all age groups in the  community with a variety of recreational opportunities.

 6.
Suitability of location in relation to standard walking  distances or other customary modes of transportation.

 7.
Adequacy of development in relation to site capabilities and activities to be provided.

 8.
Suitability of site location in relation to traffic hazards, means of access and adjacent land uses.

 9.
The very heavy use of many recreation areas during summer by non‑residents.4
RECREATION DEMANDS‑NEEDS
Demand‑need is expressed in two ways:  by recommended standard expressed in acres per thousand and by service area.  For area-wide activities such as night baseball, swimming, tennis and large group sports, city‑wide facilities are sufficient and the community only needs to be concerned with adequately distributing additional sites for these activities when they have met a minimum needs requirement.  This is because the usual user of these facilities has ready access to transportation and also, unlike small children, has no barriers to travel.  On the other hand, small children are restricted in their sphere of activities by transportation, busy streets and parental consent barriers.  We must, therefore, be concerned over the location of a small children's public play areas.

Rice Lake’s population has witnessed a steady increase since Census year 1970.  It is expected to continue a steady population increase for years 2010 and 2020 as documented below in Table 1.  Usually, with the increase in population, will come a greater demand for additional acreage for recreational pursuits.  The City’s Comprehensive Plan: 2003-2008, page 38, projects a 5.2% increase in population for year 2010 over the official Census count of 8,312 in year 2000.  Rice Lake’s population is expected to increase by 4.3% by year 2020 over the estimated population for year 2010.  Such population estimates take into consideration factors such as births, deaths, natural increase and net migration.  Table 1 projects the acreage needed for recreational activities for the City by using the standard of 12 acres per 1,000 community residents.







TABLE 1





NEEDED RECREATIONAL ACREAGE

	
	1970
	1980
	1990
	2000
	2010
	2020

	Rice Lake Population
	7278
	7691
	7998
	8312
	8747
	9119

	Demands Per 1,000
	87.3
	92.3
	96.0
	99.7
	105.0
	109.4


 SOURCE:  City of Rice Lake Comprehensive Plan:  2003-2028, Page 38

Table 2 compares the actual acreage, public and private, now being used for recreational purposed to the projected demand to year 2020.  Table 2 indicated that park land availability in the community is in excess of the outdoor recreational standard cited in another section of this plan.  Moon Lake Community Park provided the major increase by adding 73 acres to the total acreage.  However, the Moon Lake Community Park also has 36 acres of wetlands that cannot be developed into park facilities, except for some walking trails in secure locations.  Discounting most if not all of the wetlands acreage from the total available supply would reduce significantly the available usable park land acreage.  What will also need to be considered in future years is the development of undeveloped areas of the community that do not have parks to serve them.  Parks may be needed to be developed in these areas to satisfy park standards.







TABLE 2





CITY OF RICE LAKE DEMAND, SUPPLY AND NEEDS

	
	1990
	2000
	2010
	2020

	Demand Per 1,000 Persons
	96.0
	99.7
	105.0
	109.4

	Actual Supply of Acreage For Outdoor Activities
	107.8
	185.4
	190.6
	190.6

	Surplus/Deficit of Park Land Needs
	+11.8
	+85.7
	+85.6
	+81.2


Table 3 summarizes the open space acreage contributed by Rice Lake's one post high school institution, one high school, four elementary schools, one middle school, one special education center, and one parochial school.  The various schools within the City contribute for outdoor recreational needs a total of 18.6 acres.  City‑wide use of these facilities is restricted to after school hours and during the summer months.  Even with some restrictions, these recreational areas help supplement the park system of the City.  However, in accordance with the recommended standards of the National Recreation and Parks Association, this school acreage is excluded in determining existing and future open space needs.  Planning of outdoor recreation facilities at parks and schools should be complimentary to avoid costly duplication.







TABLE 3                   

            



SCHOOL OPEN SPACE, RICE LAKE : 2005

	University of Wisconsin – Barron County
	7.5

	Rice Lake High School (Pug Lund)
	5.0

	Lincoln Elementary School
	.5

	Franklin Elementary School
	.5

	Jefferson Elementary School
	.5

	Tainter Elementary School
	2.0

	Rice Lake Middle School and Hilltop Elementary School
	2.0

	St. Joseph Parochial School
	.5

	Barron County Special Education
	.1

	Total Acreage:
	18.6


The City must analyze their needs and develop ideas on how to accomplish them. These needs do not necessarily call for additional park land, rather, some park sites presently used could need their facilities updated, new facility additions and development of undeveloped park lands at sites the City now has control over. The next section is the Rice Lake Action Plan. This section will list those projects the community feels is vital to improve, maintain, expand, or acquire to meet the minimum outdoor recreation needs for Rice Lake.

ACTION PLAN
This Action Plan is a generalized program for improvement to Rice Lake's outdoor recreational facilities.  This plan will serve as a guide to the City of Rice Lake.  Utilization of this document will allow local officials to make informed decisions and appropriate expenditures of tax dollars for outdoor recreation facilities.  

The recommendations in this section concern both land acquisition and development projects necessary for the creation of a diversified recreation plan.  The action plan is based on present deficiencies, unutilized potentials and future anticipated demands.  Some consideration is also given to parks administration, funding and general land use.

It is recognized that not all of the Action Plan recommendations will be achieved in the next five years.  The City should deal with the most urgent needs first.  This action plan is a comprehensive analysis of Rice Lake's outdoor recreation facilities.  All areas in need of improvement, as far as recreational needs are concerned, are listed in this document.

Not all of the improvements will be eligible for funding from the Department of Natural Resources programs (LAWCON‑ORAP).  This complete list of all recreation needs and projects does allow the City to utilize its limited funds in a combination with other potential sources.

General Recommendations
 1.  Community Parks

Upgrade community park facilities in terms of quality and breadth of facilities provided and improve the attractiveness of natural settings through landscaping where needed.

 2.  Park Development

Local landowners also should be encouraged to deed, dedicate or donate park land to their communities for recreational uses.  Numerous small  town memorial parks have been acquired through the generosity of local citizens. If citizens are made aware of community needs, this form of private action may continue to enrich the public resources of the city.

 3.  Cross‑Country Skiing

Cross‑country skiing is one of the more popular sports   people seem to enjoy during the winter months.  It is an  activity that is non-consumptive of resources, good for   personal health and generally not offensive to residents or wildlife.  Cross‑country ski enthusiasts need to have access to trails in order to pursue their hobby.  Obtaining the necessary land can be both difficult and expensive.  Continued development and maintenance of existing or potential trails should be encouraged. It is recommended that the City support this activity by encouraging the leasing of private lands and by availing lands under its control to use by cross‑country skiers.

4.   Bicycling

The increasing popularity of bicycling necessitates consideration of this activity  by  the  city.  Such  consideration is prompted also by the fact that access to  schools and recreation areas for a large segment of the  youthful population is by bicycle.  It is recommended that a bicycle route system be established in the city. This action would entail developing designated bicycle routes, signing to alert motorists to heavier than usual bicycling activity, an informational campaign to encourage trail use and to instruct motorists of the rights bicyclists have on the streets. In addition, bicycle racks should be provided at all schools, recreation facilities and major shopping areas.

 5.  Provision for Physically and Mentally Disadvantaged

A segment of the population who would like use of public  parks are restricted  because they  suffer a physical or  mental impairment. Community officials must recognize that present programs more often than not have little to offer these people in the way of safe and pleasurable recreational experiences. Therefore, it is recommended that all parks scheduled for refurbishment be planned to include features that will aid handicapped people.  Examples of specialized features could include walkways, hard surfaced walkways, wide doorways, grab rails in restrooms, handicapped designated parking, special seating at spectator events and special playground apparatus. Facilities for the physically and mentally disadvantaged has become more of a priority with  the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in  1989.

 6.  Senior Citizen Involvement

Involve senior citizens in community park development and  beautification and provide recreational facilities for their use. Although senior citizens constitute a large proportion of the population in the community, they are often neglected in recreational planning. Benches placed near neighborhood parks and play areas and passive sport facilities, such as horseshoe pits located in community parks, help to provide a place for the senior citizen. Small passive‑use parks and garden and flower plots located near nursing and retirement homes should also be encouraged. In addition, senior citizens can provide invaluable assistance in beautifying parks and open spaces and can thereby become more involved in community life. 

 7.  Service Group Involvement

Involve organized service groups in needed park and recreation development, including development of competitive sports areas and neighborhood parks.  Traditionally, service groups have played an active part in the development of facilities such as ball fields. Continued activity of this type should be encouraged. In addition, service groups could help to meet the need for neighborhood facilities by supplementing city financial resources and providing organization and volunteer labor.

 8.  Assistance Programs

Take advantage of state and federal financial and technical assistance  programs designed to help communities in meeting recreational needs and maintain community eligibility for such programs.

Acquisition and Development Recommendations
This section of the recreation plan will address improvements that could be made to existing park facilities in Rice Lake.  Some of the existing park facilities do need improvements from causes such as neglect, poor maintenance, excessive use, weather‑ caused deterioration and a need for expansion of facilities exists.  Updating  Rice Lake's present facilities will allow for more usage of our parks because of the better facilities available to users.  Rice Lake's Park and Recreation Department urges that serious consideration be given to these recommendations.  It is hoped that many of these improvements will be made during the 2005-2010 planning period.

City and Community Parks (Improvements)
City Park
Sidewalks throughout the park need to be improved as they currently suffer from deterioration caused by constant usage and weathering.  Replacement of existing trees will need to be done in future years due to heavy park usage and nature's effect upon them.  The problem of grass growth within some areas of the park, because of excessive tree shading, is a concern that needs to be addressed for aesthetic reasons.  Currently, the grass growth deficiency is rectified by annual seeding and proper care during the spring time months.

Lakefront Development

The City of Rice Lake, with assistance from the West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (WCWRPC), has developed a Lakefront Development Master Plan in 1993.  This document outlines two (2) “concept alternatives” that could be pursued for Rice Lake lakefront areas.  Map sketches of the two (2) concept alternatives was also prepared as “addendum” to the plan.  Alternative 1, with its various suggested enhancements, was estimated to cost $121,875. Alternative 2, with several more enhancements when compared to the first alternative, was estimated to cost $172,435.  Either alternative, due to the age of the plan, would need to be reviewed and updated for needs and costs.

UWBC Athletic Field
Construction of a restroom building at this site is a recommended addition to the facilities now existing.  Lighting the main baseball diamond for night games would be another improvement worth considering.  

Hiawatha Park
This park needs several other additional improvements to make it more attractive to recreation users.  An archery range, picnic cookout facilities, more picnic tables and the need for bathroom facilities exist at this site.  These additions will hopefully increase the usage of this park site.

Indians Mounds Park

Constructing an ADA compliant bathroom facility is a major issue.  Installation of a playground unit and paved walkways for the residents of the adjacent nursing home and medical center to use will further enhance this lakeside park.

Skateboard Park

Finding a larger area for this park to be moved to is essential.  In so doing this, it would allow for more apparatus/equipment and the ability to control the skateboarding on city streets and sidewalks.

Scharbillig‑Jones Memorial Park Addition
Additional land is desired to provide a parking area and access into the park off of Stout Street.  Currently, there exists a strip of property between the park and Stout Street that could be developed for such needs by the City, who owns this property. The City, in order to provide an adequate parking area and access to the park, would need to develop the strip of land when it decides to upgrade Stout Street in the future.

Rice Lake Middle School and Hilltop Elementary School

Two needed improvements are being sought for this particular site.  The North Middle School softball field needs improvement. The desired improvement is to remove the grass from the infield area in order to provide better playing conditions.

The Rice Lake Area School District is developing a comprehensive site plan for this area.

General Site Recommendations
Several general site recommendations which pertain to some or all of the park areas need to be mentioned in this document.  These general site recommendations, if followed, will help improve existing or new recreation (undeveloped) areas in Rice Lake.  These recommendations should be seriously considered and implemented by those who have authority to do so.

1.
Most playground equipment at public parks and school sites are standardized and lack design imagination.  Whenever new playground equipment is being sought for existing or new recreation areas, alternative types of equipment should be explored.  These alternatives could save dollars and allow for an excellent opportunity to provide variety in playground creativity.

2.
Storage areas are needed wherever summer supervised recreation programs are run.  This would allow for more  supervision time, less transporting time and cost.      

3.
Close cooperation between school‑park recreation programs  should be continued.  Facilities should be used jointly  whenever possible to discourage duplication of effort.  The city could assume the role of developing the recreation facilities on all school sites and the school could make their parking, restrooms and gymnasium facilities available to the city recreation program.

4.
Landscaping should be sought for parks that lack scenery.  Trees and other beautification alternatives should be added to park sites to make them sensuous, appealing to the users. Barren, unkempt park areas provide a dull, unexciting atmosphere; park users tend to avoid such sites.

5.
Any new tennis courts should be lighted to extend the use  period.

6.
When plans are being developed for park areas, safety aspects and ADA Compliances  should be considered.  Existing sites should also be reviewed in this context.  For example, playground equipment should not be located on asphalt covered areas.5
New Site Developments
The City of Rice Lake, in an effort to promote parks and recreation, is proposing several other recreation facilities to be added to those that already exist.  These additional sites could offer a variety of activities and have available other alternative sites for the public to utilize.

Rice Lake Sports Complex

This will be located on the site of the Lemler Landfill on the south end of the city.  The City of Rice Lake should support this project as it will bring family oriented activities like mini-golf and batting cages.

Nature Trails
The City of Rice Lake should support the development of both the Wild Rivers Trail and the Cedar Side Trail, and should work with officials of these two organizations to coordinate all routes with in the City. 

Red Cedar River Park
Rice Lake has approximately two acres of land, located along the Red Cedar River in its Industrial Park that can be used for park purposes.  This small park site is currently undeveloped.  Passive interests such as fishing and picnicking are the best uses for this site.  Picnic tables and benches will be needed for the park.

White Pine Park (Northwest corner of current fairgrounds site)
This property for a park could possibly be acquired should the fairgrounds relocate to another site.  The park size would be approximately five acres.  The park area is best suited for passive, non-development uses.  Picnic tables could be placed within it for users of the facility.  A possibility exists that there may be some Indian burial sites in an area in the southeast quadrant of the fairgrounds parcel just north of the Short Street access point.  Should Indian burial sites be located on the fairground property, the City should purchase those areas to preserve and protect them from any commercial or residential development.

FFA Park Service Road
A service road could be developed to connect, for park user's needed enjoyment, the FFA facility with White Pine Park.  Both parks are similar in that they possess a passive, non-development environment.

Black’s Sherwood Place Park

This park proposed for the corner of Whitetail and Linden Avenues will give the area around this residential development a place to come and relax.  This facility will have playground equipment, walkways, parking, outdoor grills/picnic tables, ADA compliant restrooms, a memorial wall and future tennis/basketball courts.

Lumbering Hall of Fame Park

The former Stein property could be used as a future park facility on Rice Lake itself. The use of this land could make way for construction of a boat landing to make up for the loss of the Messenger Street landing, a fishing pier, parking and possible housing of the Lake Rehab weed cutters.  Already on this land is a walking trail that gives a self guided tour of the trees that where used during the logging years.

Other Available Recreation Facilities
Rice Lake residents benefit from three primary sources of parks and recreation facilities located in or nearby the community.  First of all, the city residents benefit from the public facilities they already have.  Secondly, additional facilities are provided to the community by the college, public and parochial schools.  A third source of recreational facilities is private recreational facilities that Rice Lake's residents can enjoy.  These private facilities provide quality recreational services to the community.  Some private facilities that Rice Lake residents utilize are LynnDale Golf Course, Rice Lake Speedway, Turtleback Golf and Country Club, Curves for Women and Olympic Fitness Center.

ADA Compliance Information

The City's Outdoor Recreation Plan places emphasis on the notion of making accessible to the physically and mentally disadvantaged the various park facilities found within Rice Lake (mentioned under "General Recommendations" section, page 14). The idea of making various public places available to handicapped individuals was further strengthened when the federal government passed into law the "Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)" in 1989. The various interpretations and repercussions of this law impact on the local government level.
The purpose of this section is to provide information as to the handicapped accessibility of various parks within the City of Rice Lake. City administrative staff examined the various park facilities with the assistance of a document provided by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) entitled "Accessibility Survey". This DNR document contains the various standards being striven for as mandated by ADA. It is hoped that the park facilities in need of upgrading will be funded with assistance from various DNR grant programs and City matching funds. Then and only then will the parks become available to all residents desiring to take advantage of the opportunities offered by their development in the first place.

PARKS IN COMPLIANCE WITH ADA STANDARDS

City administrative staff analyzed, by use of the "Accessibility Survey" document and site inspections, the various City parks for ADA compliance. Based upon the knowledge the City administrative staff had of the Americans with Disabilities Act, it is believed that the following parks are in compliance with various standards of the law:


(1).  
Holsum-Riverside Park


(2).
Fred Tate Memorial Athletic Park


(3).
Hiawatha Park


(4).
Earl Clanton Memorial Athletic Park


(5).
FFA Park


(6).
Knapp-Stout Park


(7).
Richter Park


(8).
Veteran's Memorial Park

As a result of being in compliance with ADA, these parks will not need monetary expenditures to upgrade them in order for handicapped individuals to utilize the facilities when they are available for public use.

PARKS NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH ADA STANDARDS
City administrative staff, upon its analysis of the City's parks, found several of them not to be in compliance with various ADA standards based upon the "Accessibility Survey" document. These parks will need to be given priority to upgrade them so that handicapped individuals, as defined by ADA, will have opportunity to utilize the facilities just as much as able bodied individuals now enjoy. Combined funding from DNR grants and the City should be pursued to fulfill the standards as mandated by ADA. Documented below are those parks believed not to be in compliance with ADA and the specific problems found within them.

Narrows Park
Narrows Park has various problems that need to be rectified in order to be in compliance with ADA. Based upon the "Accessibility Survey" the following items need to be addressed:


(A).
Bus Parking Areas


(B).
Ramp  to Lakefront for Accessibility with Railing


(C).
ADA Standard Pay Telephone


(D).
Remedy Exposed Concrete Around Playground Equipment


(E).  
Install Sidewalk to Shoreline for Fishing and Access to Docks


(F).
Install Benches at Shoreline

City Park
City Park ADA compliance needs are as follows:


(A).
Install New Bathroom Stalls and Grab Rails


(B).
ADA Signage Indicating Restroom Facilities


(C).
Bury Existing Overhead Security Wires

Indian Mounds Park

Indian Mounds Park has several areas that fail to meet ADA requirements, they are as follows:


(A).
Development of a Entire New Shelter to ADA Standards including:




(1).  ADA Signage Indicating Bathroom Facilities




(2).  Bathroom Facilities


(B).
Sidewalk to Shelter


(C).
Lakefront Benches and Sidewalk


(D).
Handicapped Picnic Tables


(E).
Outdoor Accessible Drinking Fountain

Florence Shudlick Park
Florence Shudlick Park's upgrading of facilities to meet ADA standards includes the following:


(A).
Revamp Bathroom Facilities and Install Grab Rails


(B).
Sidewalk to Shoreline Area


(C).
Handicapped Benches at Shoreline Area

Roux Park
Roux Park facilities in need of upgrading to be in compliance with ADA standards are as follows:


(A).
Revamp Bathroom Facilities and Install Grab Rails


(B).
Installation of Sidewalk to Play Area

CONCLUSION

Addressing these needs will allow handicapped individuals access to parks and their facilities that they may not have had in years past. Then the parks will be of benefit and used by all segments of our diverse society. If this happens, Rice Lake should be proud of meeting the needs of others who cannot independently for whatever reason do things for themselves.

ADMINISTRATION  PLAN

Careful and comprehensive planning must be followed by implementation and the administration of recreation policies that have been decided on.  Failure to implement and administer this plan means that all efforts, time and money spent were fruitless efforts.  This need not be as appropriate local government agencies and bodies can be given the responsibility to enforce this policy document.  The Parks and Recreation Department, Parks and Recreation Board and the Rice Lake City Council need to be pro‑active and insure, through policy decisions, that this plan be activated.  These local government agencies or bodies need to work together and actively seek citizen participation when implementing this document.

Community residents of Rice Lake should take an active interest in the planning and development of recreational facilities.  These facilities, after all, are for their use and enjoyment.  Citizens need to advise local government officials as to their recreational needs so that plans can be created to fulfill those needs.  Citizens can also help implement the recreational plan for the next five years by actively supporting plans that local government officials have created to either improve or expand present facilities or the development of new facilities.  Volunteerism would benefit the park and recreation system as well as the entire community.

Most importantly, as far as this document is concerned, this recreation plan should be put under the jurisdiction of the Parks and Recreation Board with input from the Parks and Recreation Department.  As official overseers of recreation for the community, they will be the first contacts citizens will have over issues that concern them.  They will also be the parties responsible to initiate proposals to improve or expand present park and recreation facilities or seek development of additional park facilities.

This document attempts to realistically appraise what park resources Rice Lake currently has and what the future needs are for the community.  It is comprehensive in the sense that it considers all types of recreational activities that Rice Lake enthusiasts seem to enjoy.  Developers of this plan have attempted to be futurists; taking inventory of what we currently have and then estimating what recreational needs will exist between 2005-2010. The developers of this plan seem to be saying that those who fail to plan, plan to fail by not exercising any foresight to determine necessary public needs.
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