
 

       RICE LAKE TOURISM 
Rice Lake Tourism 
Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, December 17, 2025 at 4:00 p.m. 
City Hall Council Room, 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868 

 
1.​ Call to Order 

 
2.​ Public Appearances  

 
3.​ November 10, 2025 Minutes 

 
4.​ Chad Nyhus here to go over the Snow Outlaws application request 

 
5.​ Martin Karpa here to go over the Barron County Modal Railroad club application request 

 
6.​ Pete Schneider here to go over the Rice Lake Snow and Dirt club application request 

 
7.​ Deb Fosberg is here to go over our advertising with APG Media 

 
8.​ Review the 2026 Governor’s Fishing Opener sponsorship application request 

 
9.​ 2026 Budget 

 
10.​Strategic plan discussion 

 
11.​ Tourism Coordinator Report 

 
12.​Bills 

 
13.​Commission Member Comments 

 
14.​Future Commission Meeting Dates/Member Comments 

​  
Tourism Coordinator, Brandi Nelson 

 
             
​ cc:    Mayor/Common Council​ City Clerk-Treasurer Kessler 

        City Administrator Johnson​ Commission Members (5)​  
        Hotel/Motel Members (7)​ News Media (2) 
        Rice Lake Chamber of Commerce​ Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Ullom 

 
Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the American With Disabilities Act that requires the meeting or materials at the 
meeting to be in an accessible location or format must contact: Kathleen V. Morse, City Clerk-Treasurer, 30 E. Eau Claire Street, Rice 
Lake, (715) 234-7088 by 2:00 p.m. the Friday prior to the meeting so that any necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate 
each request.  It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of the governmental bodies of the municipality may be 
in attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any governmental body at the above-stated 
meeting other than the governmental body specifically referenced in this notice. 
 
 
 

 



Tourism – November 10, 2025 
The November 10, 2025 Tourism Commission Meeting was held at 4:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Room.  
Members Present: Dana Heller, Justine Bundgaard, Marie Nett, and Becky Squires.  Also Present: Brandi Nelson, 
Kevin Roske, Loren Miller, Jody Babineau, and Deb Fosberg. Absent: Eric Pelle. Dana Heller called the meeting to 
order. 
 

1.​ Public Appearances – none. 
 

2.​ October Minutes - Motion by Justine Bundgaard, seconded by Marie Nett to approve the October 13, 2025 
minutes, as submitted. 

Voting for:  All 
Voting against:  none 
Motion carried. 

 
3.​ Kevin Roske was present to go over the Barron County Fair application requesting $30,000 for the Barron 

County Fair, Barron County Truck Show, and a new event they are trying to bring in September. The Rodeo 
will most likely not be happening at least at the Fairgrounds in 2026 so the Fairgrounds are looking at 
bringing a Monster Truck event to replace the rodeo. They would like the money so they can wrap another 
semi trailer that travels around the US, advertise on a lighted billboard (half the year the Barron County Fair 
and the other half of the year the Barron County Truck Show), and other forms of advertising. The 
commission told Kevin to return later after they have more details on the monster truck show to make a 
separate request for that. 
 
Motion by Marie Nett; seconded by Becky Squires to approve $10,000 to the Barron County Fairgrounds 
for advertising the Barron County Fair and the Barron County Truck Show. 
​ Voting for: Marie Nett, Dana Heller, Becky Squires, Justine Bundgaard 
​ Voting against: none 
​ Motion carried. 

 
4.​ Loren Miller was present to go over the Zoe Communications application requesting to approve another 

yearly radio advertising agreement of a total cost of $7,200. It would be 100- 30 second ads a month with 
Zoe Communications matching that with another 100- 30 second ads a month. The commission would like 
to change it to a quarterly/per event agreement. With doing radio ads for our 1 biggest event per quarter 
costing us around $4,000 in the total calendar year. 
 
Motion by Becky Squires; seconded by Marie Nett to approve a 1 event per quarter agreement not costing 
more than $4,000 for 2026. 
​ Voting for: Marie Nett, Dana Heller, Becky Squires, Justine Bundgaard 
​ Voting against: none 
​ Motion carried. 

 
5.​ Jody Babineau was present to go over the Main Street Association application. She provided a list of 

events and the cost of those events for the commission to review and decide on how they would like to 
help. The commission asked if she could come back with requests when they are more into their planning 
and sponsorship ask phases per event. 
 

6.​ The commission moved line #9 Deb Fosberg with APG up to line #7 to respect her time coming to our 
meetings.  
 

7.​ Deb Fosberg was here to answer any questions and give us an update on our advertising with Adams Multi 
Media (formally known as APG). 

 



 
 

8.​ Hailey Post and David Holder from Clarity of Place were present via Zoom to go over their strategic plan 
proposal and answer any questions the commission had. They went over who they were and what their 
proposal consisted of. Their final cost was $32,000 plus reimbursable travel costs with at least one trip 
flying in to us for 4-5 days. 
 

9.​ Brett Oetting from Oetting Alchemy was present via Zoom to go over his strategic plan proposal and 
answer any questions the commission had. He started by going over who he was and his background and 
then went over the proposal. His final cost was $35,000 with 3 different options to pay not including the cost 
of services for his travel to come to Rice Lake, not exceeding more than two trips, both requiring two night 
stays.  
 
Motion by Becky Squires; seconded by Dana Heller to proceed with Oetting Alchemy having Brandi ask if 
those are his firm prices and verify travel costs. Brandi will provide final information at December's meeting 
for the commission to review and move forward with. 
​ Voting for: all 
​ Voting against: none 
​ Motion carried. 
 

10.​Went over the 2026 tourism budget worksheet. Brandi moved most line items from 2025 over to 2026 with 
the exception of changing the total budget slightly down due to 2024 taxes coming in lower than expected 
and adjusting the website line, contract-other prof, and insurance to reflect more accurately comparing to 
2025 actual numbers. We raised the advertising budget slightly and adjusted the contributions line as well. 
The commission would also like to add a line with a new account number to put the strategic plan we plan 
on paying for in 2026 so there are no questions in future years on where that large amount of money went 
to. Brandi will work with Julie Kessler in City Hall to add that to the budget worksheet. 
 
Motion by Becky Squires; seconded by Marie Nett to approve the 2026 Tourism budget as presented, with 
the discussed changes, and adding a line for the strategic plan we are planning on paying for. 
​ Voting for: all 
​ Voting against: none 
​ Motion carried. 
 

11.​ Tourism Coordinator report: 
-Brandi paid for Dana Heller’s Destination WI registration due to business payment card issues. She is 
requesting the $175 reimbursement.  
 
Motion by Justine Bundgaard; seconded by Marie Nett to reimburse Brandi Nelson the $175 registration 
fee. 
​ Voting for: Dana Heller, Justine Bundgaard, Becky Squires, Marie Nett 
​ Voting against: none 
​ Motion carried. 
 
-Brandi tried out some Facebook post boosting/advertising in the Chicago and Twin Cities area. It was a 
slight pain in the butt with payment issues to Meta getting flagged as fraud. Will look into getting invoiced if 
we try boosting posts in the future. That cost came out to $42.20, we approved $100 to go towards social 
advertising back in August, the $42.20 cost will be reimbursed to Barron County EDC as Brandi used that 
credit card to pay for it. 
 
 
 



-Dana Heller requested reimbursement for his hotel and travel costs to Madison for the Destinations WI Fall 
Conference. He will submit all his receipts with the help of Brandi. 
 
Motion by Marie Nett; seconded by Justine Bundgaard to reimburse Dana Heller his hotel and travel costs 
for attending the Destinations WI Fall Conference in Madison when he submits his receipts. 
​ Voting for: Justine Bundgaard, Becky Squires, Marie Nett 
​ Voting against: none 
​ Motion carried. 
 

12.​Bills – Motion by Justine Bundgaard; seconded by Marie Nett to approve bills as submitted. 
Voting for: Dana Heller, Becky Squires, Justine Bundgaard, and Marie Nett 
Voting against: none 
Motion carried. 

 
13.​Future date December 17 at 4:00pm, in the City Hall Council room. 

 
14.​Motion by Dana Heller to adjourn. 

Voting for: all 
Voting against:  none 
Motion carried. 

 
Minutes taken by Brandi Nelson, Tourism Coordinator 



SNOW OUTLAWS, LLC – E3551 STATE ROAD 72, MENOMONIE, WI 54751-6200 
T 715-556-9375 E SNOWOUTLAWS.USA@GMAIL.COM 

                 
 
 
 
 
November 13, 2025 

 

Rice Lake Tourism Committee 
30 E. Eau Claire Street 
Rice Lake, WI 54868 

 

Dear Committee Members: 

Snow Outlaws is excited to kick off the 2026 season with our Winter Nationals Race in Rice Lake on 
January 30–31, 2026. We are also thrilled to announce that we are in the works of partnering with the IHRA 
(International Hod Rod Association) and TRC (That Racing Channel) to have our events televised nationally 
in 2026. In addition to promoting our event, we will have the opportunity to promote the Rice Lake area 
throughout the taping along with increasing hospitality needs with 15-20 producers, camera workers and 
on-air talent becoming involved. 

In an effort to offset direct costs which promote event safety, success and optimal spectator viewing; 
Snow Outlaws is requesting your assistance to help raise any amount of funding that can be put 
towards our quoted expenses, as follows: 

- Xtreme Sound (Sound/DJ): $4,000   -     Announcer Lon Oelke: $1,200 
- Volunteer Lodging: $2,500    -     EMT services on site: $1,500 
- Fuel/Trucking/Mobilization for track build: $2,000 -     Insurance: $2,500 
- TRC (That Racing Channel) coverage $4,000  -     IHRA Lodging $5,000 
- Social media/online magazine publicist ‘Eat My Ink’ coverage: $1,200 

Please feel free reach me directly at 715-556-9375 or by email at: snowoutlaws.usa@gmail.com with 
any questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chad Nyhus 
President 



Rice Lake Tourism (715) 234-8888
30 E. Eau Claire Street (715) 651-9856
Rice Lake, WI 54868 info@ricelaketourism.org

Rice Lake Tourism Grant Application

The Rice Lake Tourism Commission created this grant application to provide assistance to
tourism related events and projects in the City. The grants are funded by Room Tax dollars
collected from local hotels.

Applications may be submitted at any time but must be submitted no less then one week prior to
our next commission meeting to be considered at that meeting. The Commission will make a
determination on requests based on the likelihood that the project will increase overnight stays,
the overall economic impact expected within the City, and the availability of funds at the time of
the request.

Please submit the completed application and any supplemental material you would like the
Tourism Commission to consider to Brandi Nelson, Coordinator of Rice Lake Tourism, at
info@ricelaketourism.org, or mail or deliver in person to Rice Lake Tourism, 30 E. Eau Claire
Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868.

Application Information

Organization: Contact:

Email: Phone:

Mailing Address:

Event/Project Name:

Event/Project Location:

Event/Project Date:

Date of Request:

Snow Outlaws, LLC Chad Nyhus

snowoutlaws.usa@gmail.com 715-556-9375

E3551 State Road 72, Menomonie WI 54751

2026 Winter Nationals

In front of The Moose Lodge - 40 E. Newton Street, Rice Lake

1/30/2026 - 1/31/2026

11/13/2025



Rice Lake Tourism (715) 234-8888
30 E. Eau Claire Street (715) 651-9856
Rice Lake, WI 54868 info@ricelaketourism.org

Event/Project Information

Description of event/project:

Describe how this project will promote overnight stays:

How will the requested money be spent:

Number of attendees expected: Number of volunteer/workers expected:

Number of overnight room nights expected: Total event/project budget:

Website: Amount requested:

Applicant Signature & Title: Date:

Process:

● Submit application and any supporting documents no less than one week prior to the next

Tourism Commission meeting.

● Applicants may be asked to attend that meeting to answer any questions from the Tourism

Commission.

● Requests will typically be considered for approval at the same meeting.

● As a condition of approval, applicants will likely be requested to appear at a meeting after the

event or completion of the project to report on the success of the event and the efficacy of the

grant funding.

Chad Nyhus
President

www.snowoutlaws.com

Snow Outlaws is a professional snowmobile racing organization focused on bringing the world's fastest
sleds on snow together in a flashlight start, 500' snow drag competition. Racers and teams from all over
North America and Canada come to complete in our series featuring three classes of extreme high
horsepower-purpose built sleds.
Friday night event qualifying underneath the lights from approx. 5:00pm - 10:00pm
Saturday race event 12:00pm - 5:00pm

40+ race teams (4-10 per team) will be participating in the event - the majority of which are not local and
will require lodging accomodations

10+ rooms required for our volunteers, announcer, DJ and photographers
15+ rooms for IHRA and TRC crew members
 Potential out-of-town spectators

Proceeds will help fund:  Sound/DJ $4,000  /  Announcer $1,200  /  EMT $1,500
Insurance $2,500  / TRC Coverage $4,000  /  Track Build $2,000
Voluneteer Lodging: $2,500  /  IHRA Lodging: $5,000
Social Media-Eat My Ink $1,200

 500+ per day 30-40

$30,000 100+

$8,000 same as 2025

10/27/2025





















Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship Packet

Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship Packet

May 1st & 2nd, 2026

Dear Potential Sponsor, 
Travel Northwest Wisconsin Tourism Committee, a 12-county group dedicated to marketing
Northwest Wisconsin, is pleased to present another year celebrating the Wisconsin Fishing
Opener. This year's event will take place in Sawyer County on Nelson Lake. Highlights of the
event include an Invite-Only VIP Banquet, Family Fishing Day, & guided fishing.

We would like to invite you to join us and show your support for the economic, recreational and
tourism opportunities fishing provides in Northwest Wisconsin. We are looking for sponsors to
help us continue making this event a success and have a variety of sponsorship packages
available. If you'd like to customize a package, we're glad to do that as well. 

Thank you for your consideration. We hope you'll join us in highlighting Northwest Wisconsin and
our incredible fishing and tourism industries. 

Sincerely,
Travel Northwest WI Tourism Committee
Hayward Lakes Visitors & Convention Bureau - Sawyer County, 2026 Host Destination

Mindy Simons, 2026 Host Destination
715-634-4801 | mindy@haywardlakes.com
Brandi Nelson, Event Sponsor Coordinator
715-651-9856 | info@ricelaketourism.org

Kaitlin Horsch, Fishing Opener Chair
715-635-9696 | tourism@washburncounty.org



Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship Packet

Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship Packet

Event Title Sponsor - $7,500
Logo inclusion on Friday Evening VIP Banquet Program
30 Second Commercial to be shown at Friday Evening VIP Banquet (Commercial Provided by Sponsor)
Logo Item and/or Informational Piece to include in VIP Welcome Bags (Item/Info Piece Provided by Sponsor)
Premium Banner Placement at Family Fishing Day & Friday Evening VIP Banquet
Premium Placement on Commemorative Event Fishing Shirt
Logo Recognition on Website & Social Media
Recognition on Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener Posters & Promotional Pieces
Option to Set Up Booth at Family Fishing Day Event (Saturday)
Logo Item and/or Informational Piece to include in Family Swag Bags (Item/Info Piece Provided by Sponsor)
Guided fishing on for up to 4 People on Saturday Morning 
6 Seats at the VIP Banquet Dinner
3 Hotel Rooms for Friday Night

May 1st & 2nd, 2026

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us

Brandi Nelson, Event Sponsor Coordinator
715-651-9856 | info@visitashland.com

Kaitlin Horsch, Fishing Opener Chair
715-635-9696 | tourism@washburncounty.org

Mindy Simons, 2026 Host Destination
715-634-4801 | mindy@haywardlakes.com
Brandi Nelson, Event Sponsor Coordinator
715-651-9856 | info@ricelaketourism.org

Kaitlin Horsch, Fishing Opener Chair
715-635-9696 | tourism@washburncounty.org



Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship Packet

Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship Packet

Muskie Level - $2000
Logo inclusion on Friday Evening VIP Banquet Program
30 Second Commercial to be shown at VIP Banquet (Commercial Provided by Sponsor)
Logo Item to include in VIP Welcome Bags (Item/Info Piece Provided by Sponsor)
Logo inclusion on Commemorative Event Fishing Shirt
Logo Recognition on Website
Option to Display Banner Signage at Saturday Morning VIP Breakfast
Option to Set Up Booth at Family Fishing Day Event (Saturday)
Logo Item to include in Family Swag Bags (Item/Info Piece Provided by Sponsor)
4 Seats at the VIP Banquet Dinner
2 Hotel Rooms for Friday Night

May 1st & 2nd, 2026

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com

Logo inclusion on Friday Evening Event Program
15 Second Commercial to be shown at VIP Banquet (Provided by Sponsor)
Logo Item and/or Informational Piece to include in VIP Welcome Bags (Provided by Sponsor)
Logo inclusion on Commemorative Event Fishing Shirt
Recognition on Website & Social Media
Option to Set Up Booth at Family Fishing Day Event
Logo Item to include in Family Swag Bags (Item/Info Piece Provided by Sponsor)
2 Seats at the VIP Banquet Dinner
1 Hotel Room for Friday Night

Walleye Level - $1,500

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com
Kaitlin Horsch, Fishing Opener Chair

715-635-9696 | tourism@washburncounty.org

Mindy Simons, 2026 Host Destination
715-634-4801 | mindy@haywardlakes.com
Brandi Nelson, Event Sponsor Coordinator
715-651-9856 | info@ricelaketourism.org

Kaitlin Horsch, Fishing Opener Chair
715-635-9696 | tourism@washburncounty.org



Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship Packet

Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship Packet

May 1st & 2nd, 2026

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com

Bluegill Level - $750
Recognition on Friday Evening VIP Banquet Program
Option to include free item in VIP Welcome Bags (Item Provided by Sponsor)
Name Recognition on Commemorative Event Fishing Shirt
Recognition on Website
Option to Set Up Booth at Family Fishing Day Event
2 Seats at the VIP Banquet Dinner

Bobber Level - $250 
Name Recognition on Commemorative Event Fishing Shirt
Recognition on Website
Option to Set Up Booth at Family Fishing Day Event

Friends of Fishing Level - $50+
Recognition on Website

Recognition on Event Program
Name Recognition on Commemorative Event Fishing Shirt
Recognition on Website
Option to Set Up Booth at Family Fishing Day Event
2 Seats at the VIP Banquet Dinner

Minnow Level - $500

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com
Kaitlin Horsch, Fishing Opener Chair

715-635-9696 | tourism@washburncounty.org

Mindy Simons, 2026 Host Destination
715-634-4801 | mindy@haywardlakes.com
Brandi Nelson, Event Sponsor Coordinator
715-651-9856 | info@ricelaketourism.org

Kaitlin Horsch, Fishing Opener Chair
715-635-9696 | tourism@washburncounty.org



Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship sign-up form

Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener
Sponsorship sign-up form

We appreciate your sponsorship for the upcoming Wisconsin Governor's Fishing Opener! 

Business/Organization Name: ___________________________________________________________

Contact Person:__________________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________               Email:________________________________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________                State:____________                Zip:_________________

Sponsorship Level Preferred: ____________________________________________________________________

Please fill out the form below to confirm your sponsorship and email a copy to your point of contact for the
event. If you have any questions regarding the sponsorship please feel free to reach out to Brandi Nelson, Event
Sponsor Coordinator or Mindy Simons, 2026 Host Destination Contact. As a follow up, Brandi will reach out to
you for attendee name(s) and rooming information if needed based on sponsorship. 

Please Make Checks Out to: NWRPC - WI Governor's Fishing Opener

(Note: Your point of contact from the WI Governor's Fishing Opener committee will confirm availability of your selected level)

Mail Checks & Completed Form to:  Attn: WI Governors Fishing Opener | 30 E. Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868

May 1st & 2nd, 2026

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com

Brandi Nelson, 2025 Host Destination
715-651-9856 | brandi.nelson@co.barron.wi.us
Mary McPhetridge, Event Sponsor Coordinator

715-682-2500 | info@visitashland.com
Kaitlin Horsch, Fishing Opener Chair

715-635-9696 | tourism@washburncounty.org

Mindy Simons, 2026 Host Destination
715-634-4801 | mindy@haywardlakes.com
Brandi Nelson, Event Sponsor Coordinator
715-651-9856 | info@ricelaketourism.org

Kaitlin Horsch, Fishing Opener Chair
715-635-9696 | tourism@washburncounty.org



Fund 29, Tourism - November2025
Vendor Activity Detail Amount Total

Pre-Paid Claims

Prepaid Transactions Total $0.00

P-Card Transactions
Verizon 12.1.25 Invoice - Cell
Mosaic 12.1.25 Invoice - Phone/Internet
APG Media 11.30.25 Invoice - Print/Digital/&Social Advertising $11,450.00
Elevate5 12.5.25 Website site care service $307.00
Mailchimp 12.8.25 Newsletter website subscription $26.50

Pcard Transactions Total $11,783.50

Direct Debits
Barron Electric 12.1.25 invoice - electricity - Rice Lake sign

Direct Debit Transactions Total $0.00

Vouchers Waiting for Pymt
Barron County Economic Developement Corp. November Coordinator $3,750.00

Barron County Economic Developement Corp. Amazon - Office Supplies Reimbursement $45.38
Zoe Communications Radio Advertising $617.40
JRVBR, Inc./Outdoor Network Snow Tracks/ATV Tracks $2,750.00
Jason Meyers - Meyers Electric Electrical fix at one of our Rice Lake signs $323.93
Rice Lake Hockey Association Tourism Sign $275.00

Vouchers Waiting for Pymt Total $7,761.71
Total Expenditures $19,545.21


