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The Rice Lake Brownfield Reuse Concept Plan project team is beginning the planning process to explore future 

redevelopment opportunities for a long-vacant brownfield site and nearby industrial properties located along the 

Rice Lake waterfront, generally bounded by East Charles Street and East Allen Street. The project area includes 

the former Northwest Transport (also known as the Broten property) located at 220 E. Charles Street, as well as 

several adjacent parcels currently associated with Johnson Truck Bodies operations. These properties occupy a 

highly visible and strategically located area between downtown Rice Lake and the lakefront. 

 

To kick off this effort, the City invites residents, property owners, businesses, and other interested community 

members to attend the first public workshop for the Rice Lake Brownfield Redevelopment Project. 

The public workshop will be held on Thursday April 2nd, 2026, anytime between 2:30pm – 5pm, at the Rice 
Lake Library in the Community Room. The workshop will be an open-house style event, allowing participants to 

stop in at their convenience and stay as long or as briefly as they wish. 

 

The project area includes long-vacant and active industrial properties along the Rice Lake waterfront that are 

considered brownfields due to past uses and environmental conditions. With prior site assessment and cleanup 

activities already completed, the consultant team SEH, Inc and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

are preparing a site reuse concept plan with grant support from the Wisconsin DNR and the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency to present to the City of Rice Lake and Barron County Economic Development Corporation. 

The plan will explore realistic redevelopment opportunities and provide a framework to guide future cleanup and 

investment, without committing the City to a specific project. 

 

Community input is a critical part of this process. The first public workshop will include a brief overview of the 

project and site conditions and a series of hands-on activities designed to gather community ideas. Attendees will 

be invited to share preferences for future land uses and site features through a visual “dot” exercise and 

participate in an interactive site planning activity to explore how different redevelopment concepts could fit on the 

site. The project team will be available throughout the event to answer questions and facilitate discussion. 
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A second public event is anticipated later in the planning process, at which time the community will be invited to 

review and comment on draft concept plan alternatives developed based on feedback received at this initial 

workshop. 

 

All community members and interested parties are encouraged to attend and participate. Input received through 

this process will play an important role in shaping the future direction of these lakefront properties and helping 

ensure redevelopment aligns with Rice Lake’s long-term economic development, environmental, and community 

goals. 

 

For questions about the Rice Lake Brownfield Redevelopment Project or the upcoming public workshop, please 

contact: 

Bryce Hembrook, AICP 

Planner IV, SEH Inc. 

414-949-8914 

Bhembrook@sehinc.com 

 

 

 


