
City of Rice Lake Common Council
Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, May 26, 2026, 7:00 pm
City Hall Council Room, 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868

The public may physically attend or access the meeting via TV (Charter 992; Mosaic 993), Internet live stream 
(https://tinyurl.com/yyl9rxbv), and/or radio (105.5 FM). Participants in one or more agenda items may attend in-

person or virtually by: 1. Copying and pasting into an internet browser (Chrome is preferred) 
https://zoom.us/j/96159485695?pwd=ZjkwRVRtQWJDdVU1NUttTDVvMmo2UT09 and/or 2. Calling 1.312.626.6799 

and entering this Meeting ID Number: 961 5948 5695 and Password: 666102

1. Call to Order
a. Roll Call
b. Prayer – Pastor Bob Pittman, World Harvest Church
c. Pledge of Allegiance
d. Disclosure of conflict of interest by voting members regarding any item on the agenda

2. Public Appearances (*) Persons wanting to speak under Public Appearances must sign-in at 
the podium by the Council Room entrance prior to the meeting being called to order per Council 
Procedural Rules Policy
a. Public Appearance Introductions (Mayor)

3. Public Hearing
a. Resolution 26-10 – Resolution to Vacate/Discontinue the Right-of-Way on Shield Avenue 

Between Coleman Street and College Drive Lying Adjacent to Property owned By the City of 
Rice Lake and Rice Lake Weighing Systems Inc.

Citizens For
Citizens Against
Council Action

4. Consent
a. Minutes – May 12, 2026 Regular Council Meeting (Clerk)
b. Licenses (Clerk)
c. Mayoral Appointment to the Library Board

5. Consideration

6. Closed Session

7. Open Session

8. Reports/Comments
a. Mayor/Council Comments – items not for discussion (Mayor/Council)

9. Adjourn

Harlan E. Dodge, Mayor

The mission of the City of Rice Lake is to provide services to its citizens, which are necessary to promote and protect 
their health, safety and quality of life needs, which are not deemed to be feasible or viable for the private sector to 

provide.

(*) Appearances are limited to 3 minutes per person (less if there are numerous speakers on the same topic). City residents and City taxpayers may
address the Council. Non-City residents may address the Common Council only with Council’s permission (or prior administrative permission granted by the City 
Clerk-Treasurer’s Office). Speakers are strongly encouraged to limit remarks to City of Rice Lake city government issues. The complete policy is available at 
www.ci.ricelake.wi.us or at the City Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the American with Disabilities Act that requires 
the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in an accessible location or format must contact: Julie A. Kessler, City Clerk-Treasurer, 30 East Eau Claire Street, Rice 
Lake, (715) 234-7088 by 2:00 p.m. the Friday prior to the meeting so that any necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request. It is possible 
that members of and possibly a quorum of members of the governmental bodies of the municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather 
information – no action will be taken by any governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referenced to above in this 
notice.

1



 

 

Briefing Report   
To: Mayor & Common Council  
From:  SJ Johnson, City Administrator   
For:   Meeting of May 26, 2026 
Subject:  Resolution 26-10 Vacating a Street 
Date:   May 18, 2026 
Attachments:   Resolution 26-10
 

1. Background  
City staff has received a request to consider vacating a portion of Shield Avenue 
between Coleman Avenue and College Drive for a building addition for Rice Lake 
Weighing Systems.  As per Wisconsin Statute Statutes 62.25(5), this item was placed 
on the Plan Commission agenda for early review and report.  At the April 14, 2026 
Council Meeting, Council introduced Resolution 26-10 that would vacate Shield 
Avenue located south of Coleman Street and north of College Drive.  Title to the area 
so vacated and discontinued would be transferred to Rice Lake Weighing Systems Inc. 
as part of their planned expansion project. 
 

2. Problem/Issue 
In compliance with Wisconsin Statute Statutes 66.1003(4), the City has initiated the 
vacation by introduction of a resolution (Resolution 26-10) and setting a hearing on the 
passage of the resolution not less than 40 days after the introduction of said resolution.  
This hearing has received the required Class 3 notice.   

 
3. Analysis  

The City is now able to hold the discussion and vote on the resolution (Resolution 26-
10) at the May 26, 2026 meeting. 
 

4. Options 
4.1. Council may initiate its discussion on the resolution and may choose to approve 

the Resolution and thus the vacation and discontinuance of Shield Ave as 
described, vesting said area to Rice Lake Weighing Systems Inc. 

4.2. Council may initiate its discussion on the resolution and may choose not to 
approve the Resolution  

4.3. Any other lawful action desired by Council 
 

5. Recommendation 
Option 4.1 is recommended 
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Common Council – May 12, 2026

The May 12, 2026 City of Rice Lake Common Council meeting was held in-person and virtually in the City Hall 
Council/Lakeshore Rooms.  Members Present:  Council President Resac, Councilmembers Anderson, Fischer, 
Westaby, Pelle, Sookiayak, Bowman, Edwardsen.  Others present:  City Administrator Johnson and City Clerk-
Treasurer Kessler.  Absent and Excused:  Mayor Dodge.  Council President Resac called the meeting to order at 
7:00 pm and stated he would be a voting member tonight.  Reverend Sara Sadler, from United Presbyterian 
Church said prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Disclosure of conflict of interest by voting members 
regarding any item on the agenda – none.

Public Appearances – Andrea Gardner, 120 Hatten Avenue, spoke that she feels Blue Zones would be a benefit 
to the residents.    Chris Olson, business owner at 113 N Main St., also spoke in favor of True Wellness.

Consent – Motion by Councilmember Edwardsen, second by Councilmember Sookiayak, to approve the consent 
agenda as follows:

Minutes – to approve the minutes of the April 28, 2026 Regular Council meeting and the May 5 & 6,
2026 Special Council Meetings.
Licenses – to approve the license applications on file in the Clerk’s Office.
Bills – to approve the bills as presented.
Voting for:  Councilmember Fischer, Westaby, Pelle, Resac, Sookiayak, Bowman, Edwardsen, Anderson
Voting against:  none
Motion Carried

True Wellness/Blue Zones – Councilmember Fischer introduced Natasha Ward to speak for True Wellness.  Ms. 
Ward presented what the program is, how it started and what they would like from the Council.  

Motion by Councilmember Fischer, second by Councilmember Bowman, for the council to go on record 
expressing their interest in working with True Wellness and Blue Zones such that Rice Lake may be able to 
participate in the work to improve our community’s wellness.

Voting for:  Councilmember Westaby, Pelle, Resac, Sookiayak, Bowman, Edwardsen, Anderson, Fischer.
Voting against:  none
Motion Carried

Acquisition of Floating Docks – Motion by Councilmember Edwardsen, second by Councilmember Fischer, to 
approve the purchase of the floating dock from Shell Lake Marina and convert one dock to ADA compliant while 
staying within the budget.  

Voting for:  Councilmember Pelle, Resac, Sookiayak, Bowman, Edwardsen, Anderson, Fischer, Westaby
Voting against:  none
Motion Carried 

Adopt-A-Park – Motion by Councilmember Fischer, second by Councilmember Sookiayak, to approve 
Community Services Department to implement the Adopt-A-Park program and have the PRC Board approve 
organizations and/or groups that wish to become an Adoptee.  

Voting for:  Councilmember Resac, Sookiayak, Bowman, Edwardsen, Anderson, Fischer, Westaby, Pelle.
Voting against:  none
Motion Carried

6



Comments:  Councilmember Bowman thanked CS Director Siebert for the new 4 way stop at West Allen/West 
Ave.  Councilmember Edwardsen also commented thanks and stated that this shows the power of public 
appearances.  Councilmember Fischer wished congratulations to all the graduates.  Councilmember Pelle 
reminded about the Viola Youth Choir and the opportunities to see them.  Councilmember Pelle asked for the
2024 Fund balances, 2025 draft financials and 2026 budget numbers with year-to-date.  Councilmember 
Sookiayak commented on Rice Lake High School graduation on the 22nd.  Council President Resac reminded 
residents that we do not participate in ‘no mow May’ and if you don’t mow you could bet a pink slip from the 
Community Services Department.

Council President Resac declared the meeting adjourned.

_________________________
James Resac, Council President

_________________________
Julie A. Kessler, WCMC
City Clerk-Treasurer

7



To:  Common Council
From: Mayor Dodge Item 4-c
Date:  May 20, 2026
Issue: Mayoral Appointment – Library Board Member

Background
The Library Board has a vacancy due to Jane Thompson’s recent resignation. I submit Kyle Polzin, City 
resident, to fill the vacancy from May 27, 2026 to July 2029.

Options
1. To confirm the Mayoral appointment of Kyle Polzin, City resident, to fill the Library Board vacant

position from May 27, 2026 to July 2029 due to Jane Thompson’s recent resignation.

2. To remove the item from the consent agenda for further Council consideration.

3. To take any other action Council desires.

Recommendation
Option 1 - To confirm the Mayoral appointment of Kyle Polzin, City resident, to fill the Library Board vacant 
position from May 27, 2026 to July 2029 due to Jane Thompson’s recent resignation.
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