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Program Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP)

Funding 90% Federal funding with 10% local or state match

Traffic Data South Access Road/CTH O is a 4-lane, divided principal arterial street which
provides access to commercial properties. South Access Road connects
USH 53 and County SS/Main Street. The speed limit is 30 mph at this
segment.
11,400 AADT
Assumed 10% Truck traffic

Reason for The purpose of the proposed project is to create a safe intersection at South

Improvement Access Road/County O and Frontage Road. The need for the project stems
from the higher-than-average crash rate, offset turn lanes, and increase in
future traffic. The crash rate at the intersection is 0.74 mev (million entering
vehicles), which is almost 3 times higher than the state average. The
median between the eastbound and westbound traffic is not wide enough to
position a vehicle without it being in a lane of traffic. Crash patterns
frequently identify angle crashes where a forward traveling vehicle collides
with a vehicle in cross traffic. From 2019 to 2023, 12 right angle crashes,
one rear-end collision, and two run-off road (left) crashes were documented.
Three of the 15 accidents had injuries.

The South Access Road/Frontage Road intersection is only 250 feet from
the Main Street/South Access Road intersection. Turn lanes from both the
north and south as well as cross traffic pass the Frontage Road intersection
intermittently without a recognized pattern. Traffic from the west on South
Access Road becomes visible after a vertical crest just 400 feet to the west
at the railroad. Additionally, the left-turn lanes along South Access
Road/County O have a negative offset. This means that the turn lane is
positioned further from to the opposing traffic lanes than the adjacent lanes.
This configuration obstructs the view of both of the drivers attempting to
make a left turn, leading to longer wait times of traffic in the turn lanes,
longer wait times for vehicles on crossroads, and increased chance of
misjudging the safety of a turn. With a short timeframe to make decisions,
drivers often misjudge speeds or distances and dart through oncoming
traffic. No left-turn lanes exist on the side streets (i.e. Frontage Road and
the mall entrance.)

Phone: 715.234.7008

Fax: 715.234.1025

e-mail: info@cooperengineering.net
2600 College Drive, P.O. Box 230
Rice Lake, WI 54868-0230



mailto:info@cooperengineering.net

C Rice Lake, Frontage Road

South Access Road/CTH O Intersection
WisDOT Project ID 8997-00-47/48

Imminent increases in traffic are expected with several housing
developments been built connected to Kern Avenue. A traffic analysis of
future traffic predicts an additional 5,360 trips daily (16,760 AADT). The
increase in traffic is expected to create more accidents at the South Access
Road and Frontage Road intersection.

Proposed The proposed project would modify the central median between eastbound

Improvement and westbound traffic to eliminate cross traffic. Two alternatives exist to 1)
close the median entirely to any turn maneuvers or crossing traffic or 2)
allow left turns onto Frontage Road from eastbound traffic.

Additional project elements would include a corrugated concrete island or
pavement markings at the crossroads, relocate storm sewers, and extend
the left-turn lane for the Main Street/South Access Road intersection.

Right-of-Way  Additional right of way will not be required for this project.

Preliminary $250,000 - $499,999
Cost Estimate

Project Public Involvement Meeting 2 ..o Spring 2026

Schedule Submit Final Plans to WISDOT ........ccoiiiiieeeeeee et 9/26
Submit Final Construction Docs to WisDOT.........ccoovvviiiiiviiieeeeieeee 11/26
Bid Letting....ccoo oo 1/27
Construction TIMEIINE .........eiiiiiiiieeee e Summer 2027
Construction DUration ............cooevueiiiiiiie e 2-3 months

During Construction is anticipated in 2027. During construction, it is anticipated

Construction  that the roadway will be open with one lane open in each direction. No
detour route will be provided. Access to property will not be restricted
during construction.

Additional information regarding the project as well as a comment form are available on the City
of Rice Lake’s website https://www.ci.rice-lake.wi.us/.

For more information, please contact:

Aaron Scharf, P.E.
Cooper Engineering Company
P.O. Box 230
Rice Lake, WI 54868
715-234-7008
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